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<Abstract>

The Boundary-transcending Imagination
and Anachronistic Secular Perspectives of
Nak chung Thun's Essay on Love

Kim, Chiyoung

Nak Chung Thun was a first-generation Korean American writer
whose materials have been recently discovered. In his essays, ‘love’ was
the starting point of his authorial project to overcome the injustice of
reality and reach the original core of life by illuminating the origin of
human life. The discourse on love in colonial Choson was developed
based on multi-layered divisions and boundaries that built systems on the
plan of civilization and progress. In contrast, for Nak Chung Thun, ‘love’
was not an entry into modern civilization, but a material chosen to
criticize the modern civilization he experienced. Through ‘love’, he
sought to find universal truths that transcend the differences between the
East and the West, tradition and modernity, and the past and the present.
Through colorful anecdotes that traverse time and space, he sought to find
truths that deconstruct the structure of relationships based on boundaries
and divisions. His theory of tacticity implied the fundamental
contradictions and limitations of the structure of humanity. The theory of
tacticity dismantled the linear dynamics of enlightenment, deconstructed
the unity of relationships, and caused cracks in the legitimacy of
civilization. His view of love, which discovered the ethics of pure and
free love that transcended the restrictions of the marriage system in the

lives of the secular common people of the late Chosén Dynasty, was
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anachronistic. His anachronistic thinking re-recognized the culture of the
past as an object of continuous movement and reflection and connected it
to the present. His anachronistic thinking, which opened the past to an
incomplete state, opposed the dominant thinking that linearly unified
various facts and contexts. Thus, his anachronistic theory of love formed
a dialogical relationship between the past and the present, while exposing

the contradictions and cracks hidden in modern values.

Key words: Nak Chung Thun, Freedom of Love, Romance, Immigration,
America, Diaspora, The first Korean—-American Generation,
Late Chosoén Dynasty, The Colonial Period, Essay
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