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<Abstract>

The Path of Popularization

Kang, Hun-Kook

This thesis examines the transformation of Yeom Sang-seop's novel
after Fig. Yeom Sang-seop's novel, published in a newspaper series, tried
to objectively reproduce the colonial reality while considering popularity.
As aresult, a phenomenon in which the tendency of popular novel and the
tendency of literary novel coexist in one work. The method of pursuing
the literary value while responding to popular request was maintained
until Fig. As Japanese censorship prevented him from dealing with
ideological theme, only writing popular novels was allowed.

Yeom Sang-seop wrote White Pigeon, When Peony Blossoms Bloom
and Discontinuity Line in turn on the path of popularization after Fig. As
before, those three also pursued popularity through love narratives, but
they revealed differences in terms of achievement. The love narrative of
White Pigeon is blocked ahead of the popular progression. The artist's
self-consciousness to adhere to realism did not tolerate romantic
idealization of love. The failure of White Pigeon seems to have
influenced the setting of the narrative of When Peony Blossoms Bloom.
In When Peony Blossoms Bloom, love is thoroughly treated as a matter
of reality, with the possibility of romantic idealization completely
excluded. Through the process of selfish desires crossing and colliding, a
desirable direction of relationship is sought, and the work ends when the
male and female protagonists reach the starting line in that direction. The

love narrative which reached the starting line at the end of When Peony
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Blossoms Bloom unfolds in earnest in Discontinuity Line. The love
narrative of Discontinuity Line begins with a meeting between a young
man and woman, and develops interestingly the various processes of love
that can take place between them. Conflicts and misunderstandings are
resolved at the right line, and the crisis is easily overcome, and the
narrative turns to a happy ending. The narrative proceeded in a direction
that satisfies popular expectations. In the synonymously arranged White
Pigeon, When Peony Blossoms Bloom and Discontinuity Line, the
process of Yeom Sang-seop's inability to make a soft landing in popular
novels is understood. In terms of time, the later the work is published, the
clearer the aspect as a popular novel becomes. White Pigeon was
insufficient not only as a literary novel, but also as a popular novel. When
Peony Bloom was more like a popular novel, and Discontinuity Line
reached a complete popular novel.

Yeom Sang-seop did not seem to find a reason to write more novels
after achieving a high degree of completion as a popular novel in
Discontinuity Line. For him, popularity was a means and strategy. The
achievement of writing a novel entirely aimed at popularity could not
have been satisfactory to him. After Discontinuity Line, he stopped

writing novels and went to Manchuria.

Key words: censorship, Discontinuity Line, popularity, popular novel, When
Peony Blossoms Bloom, White Pigeon, Yeom Sang-seop
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