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<Abstract>

Representations of Colonial Writers in Land
and Clues for Postcolonial Literary Theory

—Focusing on the Descriptions of Lee In-jik and Lee Gwang-su

Jung, Sil-vi

This paper aims to explore the representations of colonial writers
depicted in Land to uncover clues on how Pak Kyong-ni conceived the
relationship between imperialism and literature. Through the fates of both
real historical figures like Lee In-jik and Lee Gwang-su, and fictional
characters like Im Myung-bin and Lee Sang-hyeon, Pak Kyong-ni guides
readers to contemplate this relationship. Firstly, Pak Kyong-ni juxtaposes
Lee In-jik with the literary youth Im Myung-bin, critiquing Lee In-jik’s
unoriginal imitation in literature while simultaneously criticizing Im
Myung-bin’s ineffectuality, which fails even to achieve such imitation.
Additionally, through the characters' dialogues, Pak Kyong-ni reevaluates
Lee Gwang-su’s theory of national reform, revealing it as a contradictory
discourse that ostensibly resisted the empire but effectively compromised
with it. Lee Gwang-su is contrasted with the novelist Lee Sang-hyeon,
and through Lee Sang-hyeon’s escapist dandyism, the enlightening aspect
of Lee Gwang-su’s literature is criticized. However, Lee Sang-hyeon fails
to create literature that transcends the limitations of enlightenment
literature, ultimately becoming a drunken failure.

Through Lee In-jik and Lee Gwang-su, Pak Kyong-ni exposes the

collusion between imperial power and literature, while the failures of Im
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Myung-bin and Lee Sang-hyeon highlight the oppressive colonial system
that makes independent literary practice by colonial intellectuals
impossible. Nevertheless, Pak Kyong-ni does not deny the potential for
literature to transcend imperialism. In Land, she presents a cyclical view
of history through the voices of characters and narrators, suggesting the
possibility of constructing a counter-discourse that could overturn the
social Darwinism underpinning imperialism. Furthermore, through the
literary girl "Sang-ui," a character resembling herself, Pak Kyong-ni
illustrates an example of writing that seeks freedom by escaping colonial
disciplinary power. Through the literary girl’s practice of writing, Pak
Kyong-ni embeds the potential for literature that does not collaborate with

imperialism.

Key words: Imperialism, Colonial writers, Social evolution theory, Theory of
national reform, New Novel(Sinsoseol)
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