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We landed in San Francisco on December 3, 1906, As we walked

down the gangplank, a group of young white men were standing
around, waiting to see what kind of creatures were disembarking, We
must have been a very queer-looking group. They laughed at us and spit

in our faces; one man kicked up Mother’s skirt and called us names we
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Our family had to save and sacrifice to get him a suit, white shirts,

ties, and shoes for school. There was a rule in high school that all boys

17) Foucault, M, The Archaeology of Knowledge and The Discourse on Language, New York: Vintage
Books, 2010, 49%H.
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had to wear dark suits. The girls had to wear simple dresses, no fancy
party dresses. Ernest was the object of great curiosity and hatred the first
week of school, T was waiting for him in front of school a few days
later, but he didn’t show up, T went around to the back of the building
and found him crying, What a sight he was. He had been sprayed with
water and sprinkled with flour, As we walked home, I was furious, But

I felt helpless, wondering what I could do,18)
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The books I had bought were not enough, but I didn't have the

o

money to buy any more, so I would copy the next day’s lesson from a
friend’s book during the lunch hour, The principal happened to pass by
one time while T was doing this, He said that students were not allowed
to stay in the room during lunch hour, and he wanted to know why I
was not eating my lunch. When I explained that I had no lunch, he told

me to come to his office. ... .. He said he would talk to Mrs, Jenkins about
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me. I asked him not to do so and told him it would be difficult for me
to find another place at this late date, He said not to worry, that he
might be able to help me somehow, On the way home, my mind was
troubled, I wondered what Mrs, Jenkins's reaction would be, As I
entered the house, she acted friendly and said the principal had been
there, She did not mention what he had said, but she told me in the
future to take whatever I wanted for lunch.

She also gave me an umbrella and an old sweater of hers, as the
result of another incident in school. One morning when it rained, I used
a layer of newspapers to cover my head, Of course, that kind of
protection didn’t last too long, and I was very wet by the time I reached
school, So, T went down to the basement to dry out near the furnace,
The principal saw me and asked why I didn’t wear a raincoat and use an

umbrella, T had to tell him the facts of my life again.2V)
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He was kind enough to listen to my story. I told him my parents were
unable to buy my brother a new suit, and his had shrunk up when it got
wet. The judge told me not to worry but to take my brother to school
next day in whatever clothes we had at home. He said he would talk to
the principal, and there would be no more trouble for us in the future,
[ was so thankful and relieved. It sure pays to have friends in high
places,

I can imagine all the talking that must have transpired during the night
between the principal and the teachers. It was unusually quiet in school
the next day: word must have passed down even to the students, No
one said anything; even the teachers were subdued. The judge had really

worked a miracle for us again,22)
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All during our farming years, we donated what we could to help build
and maintain our Korean PresbyterianChurchonJeffersonBoulevardinLos
Angeles, We paid our tithe of three hundred dollars yearly as well as
special donations for the Thanksgiving dinners, Christ- mas fund, and
Mother's Day celebrations, The largest share went to the maintenance
fund to keep the church going, Since Sundaywas the busiest day on the
farm, we could not attend services. Nevertheless, we supported the

church for many years,20)
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The U.S. government agreed to give some American textile
manufacturers new machinery if they would send their old equipment to
Korea, After a slow start, the textile industry in Korea became a huge
success, contributing greatly to that country’s recovery after the war,
Henry traveled all over to find enough cotton to send to Korea; he even
went to India. He was very pleased to see the success of that venture,
Today, many stuffed animals in American stores have “Made in Korea”
labels. Also, all sorts of wearing apparel from Korea is sold in the United

States, What a difference the years of progress have madel2”)
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When the tragedy of Pearl Harbor struck, all the Japanese were forced
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to leave their homes and property and were taken to concentration
camps, Our neighbors asked if we would look after their farms; they told
us to take anything we wanted from their homes, They were our friends,
so we couldn’t do that, but we said we would look after their things as

much as possible.
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One friend asked us to live on his property, rent-free, to keep out
strangers who might be coming around to take whatever they could. We
told all of them that we would do our best..... Another Japanese neigh-
bor asked us to watch his land and live in his house when he was taken
away. I said, “I won't live in your house, but Tll live in one of the

shacks you built for your workers, 8
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<Abstract>

The Third Space and the American Dream

—The Identity Reconstruction in The Quiet Odyssey from
a Postcolonial Perspective

Zhang, Xidong

In today's world where immigrant writers and diaspora groups are
receiving widespread attention, the exploration of ethnic and cultural
identity is becoming increasingly nonnegligible. The concept of the “third
space” proposed by Homi K. Bhabha, a representative figure of
postcolonial theory, has provided a good remedy for the various
confusions faced by diaspora groups and provided a place for “displaced”
outsiders and displaced groups. American Korean literature is an
important branch of the diaspora literature in the world. Mary Paik Lee, as
an outstanding representative of Korean American writers, tells the story
of the first generation of immigrants settling down and taking root in the
United States in her autobiography, The Quiet Odyssey. As the subjects
of the diaspora, the characters in the novel have a vague relationship with
two cultures, which enables them to constantly deconstruct their old
identities and reconstruct new diaspora identities in the process of cultural
negotiation, achieving self-growth through their different diaspora
experiences. The autobiography timely constructs the “third space” in a
multicultural context. The story in the book depicts the diaspora
population wandering on the edge of two cultures in a new era, ultimately
breaking away from the marginalized image of the “other” and giving the

diaspora Koreans a profound reflection.
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