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<Abstract>

Representative of female spies in Korean mystery

narratives in the 1970s
—Focusing on “Kisaeng spy Kim So-san”

Kim, Jaegeon

Mystery-narratives generally feature character types such as detectives,
criminals, and victims. It refers to a story that uses the occurrence of a
mysterious crime and the process of solving it as a central plot. This paper
presupposes that the mystery story of the 1970s, when female spies
appeared, has a strategy to partially break down the diagram of the
divided character type presented above. Among the series of the

"Special Investigation Headquarters;(1972), "A gisaeng spy, Kim
So-sanjy was the main text of the analysis to reveal the subjective
consciousness. In this novel, the character type of the criminal/victim
appears in an integrated form, and the narrative proceeds to induce
emotional identification with this character. When describing a criminal,
it does not portray him as a villain in the composition of good and evil,
but convincingly presents force majeure and the motive of the crime. The
detective understands and sympathizes with the criminal/victim's
situation and tracks down the forces behind it that put them in crisis.

The criminal/victim is a 'female spy' in this novel. This character is not
integrated into the symbolic order of the founding ideology of the new
Republic of Korea and the communist regime trying to overthrow it,
driving events and conflicts that do not conform to the grammar of

anti-communist novels. The source of this power comes from the 'body' of
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female spies, so this paper focused particularly on this. The performative
meaning of the action (event) she generates is a factor that forms the
colorful subject consciousness of this novel, so it requires attention. So
far, Spy-narratives of the 1970s have been read as a product of the Cold
War. This paper attempts to argue that logic beyond that sense is

embedded in this novel.

Key words: Mystery narratives, female spies, body, anti-communist
novels, The founding of Korea, The Korean War
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