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<Abstract>

In Impossible Places, the Mimesis of Pain

and the Drama of Writing
—Focused on Han Kang’s Novel “We Do not Part’

Kim, Youngchan

Han Kang's novel “We Do not Part” is a narrative of pain in which
the narrator voluntarily walks into the midst of the suffering of Jeju 4-3
via the pain and symbolic death of 'I'. The mimesis of pain is repeated
throughout in this novel, and through it, Han creates the premise and
method of writing about the suffering of Jeju 4-3 in the novel. And the
space of 'writing' that she depicts through it is an impossible place where
the spirits/ghosts of the dead arrive and their voices become manifest.
Han turns the space of 'writing' about Jeju 4-3 into a space where the
voices of 'I', Inseon's voice, and the voices of the dead are superimposed,
and where reading, speaking, and listening are staged in which all of them
participate. The two- or three-part format, centered on speaking and
listening, invites not only the writer but also the reader to become a
listener, sharing and 'experiencing' the collective memory of Jeju 4-3. The
'writing' of pain is expanded to the dimension of 'experiencing together' in

this way.

Key words: pain, writing, voice, suffering together, death, reenactment,
story, mimesis of the pain
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