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<Abstract>

Rewriting the early history of 4-3 as a narrative
strategy of transitional justice and restoring Jeju
People/Women

—focusing on Han Lim-hwa’s “Sunset on Halla Mountain”

Kim, Soyoung

This study examines the novel “Sunset on Halla Mountain” by Jeju
writer Han Rim-hwa, which was published during the democratic
transition period, in order to reconsider the unresolved issue of achieving
transitional justice in South Korean society. During this period, many in
Jeju society claimed that 4-3 was a ‘People’s uprising’. The paper seeks to
explore the perspectives considered at that time but now overlooked in
today’s ‘historicized” memory of 4-3. Additionally, it examines how Han
Rim-hwa, in her work, explores the possibilities overlooked in the
memory of the 4-3 called the ‘People’s uprising’. In particular, in this
novel, Han Rim-hwa convincingly depicts the process through which
individuals, experiencing dispossession due to police violence, unite to
form a concerted action. In doing so, she integrates the history of 4-3 into
the lineage of Korea’s anti-colonial liberation movement.

Above all, from the author’s feminist perspective, this novel portrays
the 4-3 and the preceding history of resistance not only as a movement for
‘human liberation’ but also as one for ‘women’s liberation’. The author
explores the potential of challenging the violent political structures
through femininity and care ethics, emphasizing non-violence. The novel

highlights feminist values that prioritize ‘saving life’ over death or killing,
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drawing from the history of 4-3. The Memory Struggle strategy of Jeju
female writer Han Rim-hwa, who reinterpreted the history of 4:3 during
the democratic transition period, prompts a fresh examination of the issue

of transitional justice in today’s Korean society.

Key words: Jeju 4-3, 4-3 literature, memory struggle, discourse of the
popular uprising, transitional justice, feminism
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