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<Abstract>

Literature as Pose and Literature as Reality

—With the focus on the rewriting of the "National Highway
No.7

Kang, Jinho

Kim Yeon-soo rewrites and publishes the novel "National Highway
No.7 Revisited; (2010) 13 years after the publication of the novel ©
National Highway No.735(1997). Despite the time difference, the basic
structure of the two works is the same. The author calls it “a completely
new work, written from scratch with only the bones of the story intact”,
because “the perspective of the novel” has changed. Kim says that when
he first published his work, he perceived literature as a kind of ‘pose’, but
later he looked at the work again and thought, “Literature is real”.
Whereas the original "National Highway No.7; had a very complex and
layered cross-editing of time, where the causality of events was not clear
and the events that occurred were presented in fragmented images, "
National Highway No.7 Revisited; has a coherent narrative where the
episodes are connected and the events are described. As a result, the
organization of the original and the adaptation is significantly different.
For example, the “author's words”, which clearly demonstrated the sense
of theme, were presented at the beginning of the original work and
contributed to the creation of the meaning of the work. However, in the
adapted works, these words have been excised. Unlike the original, which
begins with “author's words” and ends with “additional words”, the

adaptation begins with the story of narrator and ‘Se-hee’, emphasizing the
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relationship between ‘I’, ‘Se-hee’, and ‘Jae-Hyun’. The word ‘revisited’
is added to the title of the adaptation because the author revisited
Highway No. 7 and wrote it as a retrospective of his first visit. The
revised version is the one that compares the feelings of the first and
second visits and summarizes the feelings of the first visit, and that is the
relationship between the "National Highway No.7; and "National
Highway No.7 Revisiteds. This adaptation further strengthens the theme
of the work. While the futility of life, “traversing the dimness of memory,
oscillating between loss and hope, ruin and construction” was presented
in a vague and abstract form, the adaptation has transformed into a clearer
theme: the need to read through the years of one's youth, to think about
what one wants to remember and what one wants to forget, and to look
forward to the time one still has to live. It is evident that a revised
perception of the prevailing circumstances also contributes to this shift in
perspective. Kim Yeon-soo attributes the rarity of romance novels in
Korean literature to the anti-communist system of “displaying and
imprinting physical deformities”. This may explain why Kim's novels
often feature romantic elements, yet the relationships between her

characters are frequently destined to fail.

Key words: Kim Yeon-soo, National Highway No.7, National Highway No.7
Revisited, adaptation, perspective of the novel, pose, reality,
cross—editing of time, fragmentary image, anti—communism
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