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<Abstract>

The Affect of Hunger
—A Study on Lee Cheong-joon's "Unwritten Autobiography,

Jeong, Mi-suk

The purpose of this study is to investigate the affect of 'hunger' that
implicitly dominates Lee Cheong-joon's novel “Unwritten Autobiography ;.

In the novel, 'Lee Jun' is uneasy about his living in lodgings in the
vicinity of a women's college. This embarrasses him. Here,
'embarrassment' is the criticism of undiscriminative scenes that he faces
around that college and the repulsion of things that do not satisfy his
imagined standards. His behavior in this way reflects a subconscious
adherence on which his failure to keep balance between memory and
reality exists. As far as ‘Lee Jun’ is concerned, 'hunger' is a unique affect
that keeps captivating him from childhood through college days. The
affect is what he empirically shares with peers of his time. When a child,
'hunger' is merely a feeling that forces ‘Lee Jun’ to face a very basic
emotion of famine, and ironically leads him to learn pleasure from
endurance of that emotion. When in college, 'Lee Jun' chooses voluntary
hunger that is embodied as fasting which he painstakingly practices to
resist absurdities in the reality. For the protagonist, that hunger represents
an affect that encourages him to substantialize possibilities and dynamics
under sympathy and cohesion with a will-centered community.

'We' at Seine coffee house are broken up. The king(‘Wang’) vanishes,
Eun-sook is dead and Yoon-il comes down to hometown. Not only

successful in adaptation to changes in the reality, but also failing to find
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re

out matchable dreams. they end up being symbolically dead. Meanwhile,
putting out a fiction that is most sincere, honest and authentic to himself
suspends Yi Jun from death. The novel examined in this study implies
that it's important to modify the affect of 'hunger' that is already
positioned into a notion. The modification may need a positive acceptance
of homeodynamics that calls for finding and revising rather that balancing
in a fixed way. In doing so, it could initiate a new affect that involves
movement and change towards awakening and settling the sense of

self-existence.

Key words: Lee Cheong-jun, Emotion, Feeling, Affect, Hunger, Antonio
Damasio, Homeostasis, Homeodynamics
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