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<Abstract>

The Christian experience on the confession of
‘Self’ in Kim Seung-ok's “Life Practice”
and the tendency of subjectfication of it

Lee, Mijin

Christianity serves as important indicators reflecting the spiritual
perspective of 4.19 generation, emerged during the era of korean
modernization in 60s. The famous critic of the group, Kim Hyun
mentioned the problem of the indigenization of Christianity in Korea as a
significant point in contemporary literary forms, in his study “Reflections
on the Formalization of Korean Literature.” For writers like Kim
Seung-ok and Lee Cheong-joon, Christian experiences also function as
crucial foundations for spiritual formation. For the reason, this article
aims to analyze the trend of Christian indigenization in Kim Seung-ok's
“Life Practice” with the aspects of the formation of confession and extend
it to a discussion on the subjectfication (assujettisement in French) a
concept argued by Althusser and Michel Foucault as a subjectivity of
industrialized societies. Through the self-confessional nature of Kim
Seung-ok's “Life Practice”, the subversive subjectivity of the
“Self-world,” which can be seen as representing the psychological
mechanism unique to the novel, exhibits a complex aspect that cannot
simply be understood within the dichotomy of good and evil, as it
questions the survival possibility of the subject in the turbulent era where
traditions rapidly receded, and modern values inundated. Among Kim

Seung-ok's early short stories, “Life Practice” demonstrates inevitable
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skepticism towards Christianity as a mimicry of evil, showing how it
influences the defiance within the “Self-world”. Here, the “Self” is not a
critique of the form of freedom given by modern conditions but is formed

based on an epistemological foundation of impossibility in itself.

Key words: 1960s Korean Literature, Kim Seung-ok, Michel Foucault,
Subjectfication(Assujettisement), Confession
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