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<Abstract>

The escaping body subject & the abject suspicion
—Focusing on "The Vegetarian; by Han Kang

Park, Sun-kyoung

By showing the 'differences' between female selves through the work
"The Vegetarian; by Han Kang, it narrates the appearances of the
'nomadic subject' in that it causes skepticism and "rethinking" the issue of
'subjectivity'. Following the intention of the artist who developed the lives
of her sisters under the same parents in a symmetrical composition, she
analyzed the intention and in-depth subject consciousness of her work
through the contrast between the lives of two women.

In the end, the symmetrical structure through the sisters showed a
divergence into the existing 'cogito’s subject' (elder sister), in which
phallic rational language was written, and the 'body subject' (younger
sister) who resisted the invasion of the bodily boundary with the whole
body. This can be said to be the plural form of nomadic subjects as a
variant form of the subject and the escaped subject. In the symbolic
system, the realistic appearance of women who have never lived (older
sister), who are exiled from the system and confined to a mental hospital,
or who have no choice but to die (younger sister) is revealed. At the basis
of these two conflicting journeys of the sisters, the patriarchal system was
established as a common denominator, and the hidden painful truth that
women's lives, no matter what shape they were in, was limited to the
victims of the patriarchal symbolic system, was being revealed. It begins

with the trivial everyday life, and due to the patriarchal system's constant
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invasion of the 'borderline' and coercive management, women are
diverging into abjects, or body subjects mobilizing the imaginary, or
nomadic subjects.

It can be seen that patriarchy is the common denominator at the
foundation of these two sisters' conflicting journeys, and the painful
reality that women's lives, no matter what they are, are limited to being
victims of the patriarchal system is revealed. It started from small
everyday life, and due to the patriarchal system's constant invasion of the
'boundary' and coercive management, women were bifurcated into abject
rather than subjects, into body subjects mobilizing the imaginary, and into
nomadic subjects. This was to embody the violent principles and reality of
the patriarchal symbolic system behind reality through an in-depth
reproduction of the actual female reality that women are beings who
cannot be called ‘subjects’ and that even the meaning of their existence is
not for themselves. This symbolized the perception of the times as a

nomadic subject that had no choice but to diverge.

Key words: Nomadic subject, embodiment, body subject, patriarchal
symbolic order, Imaginaire, body boundary, abject
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