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<Abstract>

The 4.19 Women’s Narrative
and the Affect of Wounds

-Focusing on the 1960s Women’s Literature in Korea

Choi, Dajeong

In the context of literary history, the 4.19 Revolution has been evaluated
as an event that triggered discussions on the new literary sensitivities such
as freedom and generational shift. But the discourses on the 4.19
Revolution in the Korean literature field have usually been focused on
novels of male writers, so female writer's novels of the time have received
relatively little attention. Although there are not many works that directly
described the 4.19 Revolution, a significant number of female writers'
novels written in the 1960s represented the 4.19 revolution in a directive or
indirective ways. This proves that the women’s literature had digested the
experience of revolution in their own way. There certainly exists a point
acknowledged and captured only when the lens of gender intervenes. Kang
Shin-Jae, Jeong Y eon-hee and Park Kyung-ri are common in that they were
female writers in the 1960s. Meanwhile, since they had different positions,
the revolution was also narrated in various forms. Firstly, their novels
rediscover the non-masculine which are exhausted in the process of
forming the identity of “youth-male-intellectual”, and reveal that the
hegemonic masculinity mythologized as a noble hero was imposed forcibly
in a sense. And the female characters have “double wounds” by both the
incomplete revolution and the fact they weren't interpellated as a

revolutionary subject, and feel the affect of “pain”. But Instead of passing
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on the responsibility for the wound, they respond by invalidating normative
arrangements, resuming internalized desires, and disestablishing existing
order through the ungraspability. In this way, this paper attempts to
categorize this women's literature under the name of “the 4.19 Women's
Narrative”, which redefines the meaning of marginalized beings by
questioning the violence that constitutes normativity, and deconstructs the
genderized representation of the 4.19 Revolution by sharpening

performative practice that shake normalities.

Key words: The 4.19 Revolution, Women’s Narrative, 1960s Korean
Literature, affect, injury, pain
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