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<Abstract>

Korea and Koreans in the eyes of Chinese Koreans
—Focused on the works of Huh Lien-soon

Jung, Sun-Joo

Korean-Chinese who were unable to enjoy the legal status of overseas
Koreans under the 1999 Act on Overseas Koreans. Since then, with the
revision of the 2004 law, they have gained the status of their compatriots
but still face restrictions and discrimination based on the type of stay visa
compared to other compatriots.

The purpose of this study is to examine how Korean-Chinese living in
Korea with these restrictions and discrimination perceive Korea and
Koreans. Huh Ryeon-soon is a Chinese first-class novelist and Chinese
Korean writer who has published the highest recognition and many books
in Korea. Through her two books, The Wind Flower in 1996 and the
Chinese Bride in 2015, | would like to see Korea and Koreans in the eyes
of Korean-Chinese.

The results are as follows. First, “Starting with homogeneity and then
with heterogeneity.” Korean society feels heterogeneity due to the
Korean-Chinese language different from Korean and the social system
close to North Korea, and treats them as foreigners rather than ‘the same
ethnic group’. Second, “Good Korea, bad Koreans.” Since the early
Korean-Chinese started living in Korea with a focus on 3D jobs and
simple labor, Korean society recognizes them as “migrant laborers who
came to make money in poor countries.”

Third, “We of their own.” Korean-Chinese who do not belong to
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Koreans are confronted with verbal violence and physical violence in
Korean society, and they are disgusted and excluded. Fourth, “Swallows
when it's sweet and spits when it's bitter.” Although they were welcomed
as necessary human resources in Korean society right after Korea-China
diplomatic relations, they gradually became a shabby bitter presence in
Korean society as labor and productivity problems arose.

Key words: Huh Lien-soon, Chinese Koreans, the Joseon-jok, <A
Windflower>, <The Chinese Bride>
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