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{Abstract)

Meaning of Family Murder and Private Violence in
Choi Seo-hae's Novel

Seok, Hyeong-Rak

This paper revealed the meaning of family murder and private violence
in Choi Seo-hae's novel. The family murder in Choi Seo-hae's novels
inherited family murder motifs such as tales and new-novels, but its
aspects are different. Choi Seo hae's novels dealing with family murder
are classified into works that feel the urge to kill the family and works that
carry out family murder by its aspects. And works that carry out family
murder are classified into family abandoning and family killing. The
theme consciousness of these novels can be divided into the case of
defending pre-modern ideology such as retributive justice and prosaic
justice, the case of advocating as well as criticizing pre-modern ideology,
and the case of criticizing the absence of modern institutions. The impulse
to kill a family specifically depicts the poverty and suffering of a family
and expresses its tragedy realistically. However, family abandonment is
hard to find any other meaning except escape. Family murder implies a
quantitative sense of advocacy and criticism of pre-modern ideology.
Extreme family killings, in particular, accuse the absence of modernity as
an institution in which human beings can live to humanize. And the
absence of modernity inevitably leads to private violence. In Choi
Seo-hae's novels, private violence can be read as an expression of the

absence of modern institutions and the hope of establishing and just
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executing them rather than as an expression of madness and anger. Private
violence accuses the absence of a modern medical system, the absence of
a system to comfort and support the flood victims, and the fact that Gando
is a lawless zone where the system is absent. In Choi Seo-hae's novels, the
self-punishment urges of the characters coincide with the urge to kill the
family, which is based on love and responsibility. This is why the extreme
act of family murder emphasizes the miserable lives of the characters in
the novel and draws sympathy from the readers. The impulse of
self-punishment in characters can be seen as the least morals that Choi

Seo-hae can present.

Key words: Choi Seo-hae, Family Murder, Private Violence,
Self-Punishment, Moral
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