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<Abstract>

A Study on the Self-parody and Sense of the Age in
Chae Man-sik Literature during the Liberation Period

Park, Subin

This study is to generally explore Chae Man-sik's sense of the age
through his novels written in the liberation period: The meaning of
liberation and definition of the liberation period as time and space. The
starting point of Chae Man-sik literature and heart of the age was his
"sense of guilt." He was not free from the sense of guilt until he died after
Korea's liberation because he was a pro-Japanese writer in the Japanese
colonial period. As a result, he had some limitations in criticizing and
satirizing the reality during the liberation period. He failed to keep
distance from targets of criticism and have moral high ground. For this
reason, self-parody was striking in his literature. However, this study
intends to reveal the fact that his self-parody didn't develop into only
nihilism. He criticized the order of the world unchanged before and after
liberation in despair through negative characters in his novels during the
liberation period and warned in his historical novels that if Korea repeated
its history of dependence on the power of foreign countries its fate would
be endangered under the U.S. military government. Cautioning against
the repetition of history and emphasizing the necessity of breakin with the
past, he finally foretold the possibility of a new world through the
boy-character who was free from the sin and declared the intention to take

a different path from the older generation. His literature in the liberation

188



sl MBtal 2sto] Xp7IBRiet Ajzzt 67

period, starting from the (ethnic) sense of guilt, showed the coloniality
and non-subjectivity still prevalent in our world and furthermore
attempted to find the ways in which our people can escape from historical

shackles.

Key words: Chae Man-sik, liberation period, sense of guilt, self-confession,
self-parody, sense of the age, historical novel, coloniality,
non-subjectivity
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