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<Abstract>

Limits of Representation of Women's Violence in

Socialist Literature during Colonial Period
—Focusing on Kang Kyodngae's Fictions

Lee Kyungrim

Starting from questioning women's violence being underrepresented in
socialistic system of representation during the colonial period, this paper
sought to explore the limits and significance of representation of women's
violence. To this end, this paper first reviewed the imbalance between the
existence pattern of real women's violence and the system of representing
it, and then looked at the typical socialistic form of representing women's
violence and the form of deviating from it focusing on Kang Kyongae's
fictions.

It is a young and robust male proletariat that is typically represented as
the subject of violence in socialist literature. However, this typical
representation does not exactly reflect the reality that women have been
present as the main agents of violence. For example, female workers have
become visible to the struggle since the working class began to form in
the early 1920s. However, their existence as "combatants" tended to be
erased, or more typically represented as "scapegoat" in socialist literature.
This unmatch needs to be read not as the result of exact reflection of the
reality, but as a manifestation of the male-centeredness of the hierarchical
system of representation. A typical scheme in which this system deals

with violence is to divide it by gender. Women used to be represented as
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"subsidiaries" of violence when men as the subject of violence.

Women's violence also appears to be hard to acquire clear meaning in
the socialist context, even when it is due to class conflict. As a result,
women's violence tends to be represented as if it cannot be easily
converged into the proletariat Gewalt. Faced with these limitations, the
Sogiim/salt] portrayed a woman losing her 'femininity' and becoming
self-aware of her 'classness' as she lost her family/family. In this course,
women become the subject of violence as her violence converges into the

proletariat Gewalt with no residual.

Key words: violence, Gewalt, women, class, socialism, femininity,
proletariat
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