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<Abstract>

Jo Jung-hwan's Adapted Novels

and the Imagination of Fever
—Focusing on the Variation and Shape of Typhoid

Park, Sungho

Typhoid fever was a rampant infectious disease until the mid-20th
century, experiencing several outbreaks in Korea. Since the late 19th
century, responses centered around hygiene and quarantine were
implemented, and it was widely recognized as one of the major infectious
diseases among the public.

However, it is difficult to find cases where typhoid fever directly
appears in literary works. Unlike neurasthenia, tuberculosis, or smallpox,
typhoid fever was almost never mentioned in novels until the early 1910s.
It was not until Jo Jung-hwan's adapted novels, such as "Ssangokru" and
"Bibongdam," that typhoid fever finally made an appearance, albeit not
adopting the disease name directly.

In Jo Jung-hwan's adapted novels, typhoid fever appears more as a part
of an unknown fever than from the aspect of an infectious disease.
Although there are descriptions that allow readers to infer it as an
infectious disease, psychological factors like the characters' guilt play a
strong role at the outbreak's center. This is connected to the neural fever
adopted in 19th-century English and American novels, where fever is
central to explaining conflicts within the story or providing an
opportunity for resolution.

On the other hand, these novels also provided an opportunity to
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formally introduce modern medicine into the story, centered around fever.
Diagnosis and treatment focused on blood tests, serum injections, and
temperature measurements are all conducted by doctors and medical
institutions, separating the act of curing the characters' diseases as the
doctors' role. Considering that neurasthenia, appearing in novels from the
same period, is healed through the resolution of conflicts between
characters independently of medical intervention, the imagination of fever
centered around typhoid fever plays a significant role in concretizing
modern medicine in literature.

Furthermore, it is worth noting that fever, centered around typhoid,
creates connections with other diseases such as tuberculosis and
neurasthenia. This offers another perspective in examining how diseases

were recognized and visualized in early 20th-century literature.

Key words: Typhoid, Fever, Jo Jung-hwan, Adapted Novels, Modern
Medicine, Infectious Disease, Neurasthenia, Ssangokru,
Bibongdam
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