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<Abstract>

A Study on the Reconstruction of the Female
Subjectivity in the Male Protagonist’s

Self-Narrative
—Focusing on Ha In-sook in “Record of a Journey to Mujin”

Cho, Eun Jung

This study investigates the narrative shift from the subjective
perspective of the male protagonist/narrator, Yoon Hee-Jung, to an
objective observer’s viewpoint in Kim Seung-ok’s “Record of a Journey
to Mujin.” Through this process, the main objective is to capture and
explore the true character and the reconstruction and transformation of the
female character’s subjectivity, which has been overlooked in the
subjective self-narrative, in the latter part’s objective, observer-centric
narrative. While previous studies have primarily focused on Yoon
Hee-Jung’s perspective and narration, this study analyzes how the female
character, Ha In-sook, reveals and transforms her subjectivity within
Yoon Hee-Jung’s observer-centric narration. Firstly, the study pays
attention to how Yoon Hee-Jung’s narration can be distorted by his inner
desires and emotions, analyzing the changes in his urban perspective and
his perception of Ha In-sook. Secondly, it examines how Ha In-sook,
initially idealized in Yoon Hee-Jung’s narration, is later portrayed
through an objective and observer-centric viewpoint after his
disappointment. This shift in narration draws the reader’s attention to

scenes where Ha In-sook deeply recognizes and reflects on Yoon
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Hee-Jung’s inner desires and social norms. These scenes reveal the
process of Ha In-sook reconstructing her true self and subjectivity,
indicating that her decision to abandon her journey to Seoul stems from a
fundamental understanding of her values and identity. Lastly, the study
insightfully analyzes how Yoon Hee-Jung’s self-deception in his
relationship with Ha In-sook distorts his perception and attitude,
contributing to the dramatic irony of the novel through his self-centered

thinking and self-deception.

Key words: self-narrative, self-deception, female subjectivity, narrative
shift, unreliable narrator, dramatic irony
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