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<Abstract>

Ethics of the Middle Voice and Aesthetic Illusion
in Kim Yu-jeong’s Literature

Seo, Dongsoo

This paper has conducted research on Kim Yu-jeong's literature from
the perspective of the middle voice. In particular, it examined Kim
Yu-jeong's emphasis on fundamental ethics, modernity, and the meaning
of nature through the lens of the middle voice. The "fundamental ethics"
highlighted by Kim Yu-jeong were indeed a part of the middle voice's
ethics. Peter Kropotkin's mutual aid served as a practical method for the
ethics of the middle voice. While the active and passive voices impose
issues of will and responsibility in their language structure, the middle
voice judges the agent within the process of action. The middle voice
places greater emphasis on self-reflection concerning one's actions rather
than the issue of responsibility. This is the very principle of mutual aid
and the "community of love" that Kim Yu-jeong aspired to. In pursuit of
this, Kim Yu-jeong began criticizing modernity, which hastened the
world's decline. This influence was particularly evident from figures like
Peter Kropotkin and Tolstoy. In particular, Tolstoy, from the perspective
of art and civilization, shed light on the problems associated with
modernity. Kim Yu-jeong aimed to preserve the dream of "aesthetic
illusion" from the reality, often referred to as the dichotomy of ideology
and reality. Kim Yu-jeong distinctly differentiated between nature in

literature and non-literature. Through this, he sought to separate the
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concepts of modernity and utopia. In the end, Kim Yu-jeong's literature
was a literary struggle against the monstrosity of modernity, using the

ethics of the middle voice to rescue the aesthetic illusion.

Key words: Kim Yu-jeong, middle voice, Tolstoy, mutual aid, Kropotkin,
modernity, aesthetic illusion
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