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<Abstract>

The Legacy of the Abolition Movement of

Brothels

—The Splendid Hell (1951) and Stars' Home (1953) by Kim
Malbong

Bae, Sangmi

This paper analyzes two novels by Kim Malbong, The Splendid Hell
(Hwaryohan Chiok) and Stars' Home (Pyol 1ul ti Kohyang), through
“symptomatic reading,” a mode conceptualized by Louis Althusser to
elucidate the omissions, discrepancies, and contradictions in a given text.
Through this methodology, I examine how the two novels reveal the
limitations of the movement to abolish brothels and the demand for
socialist ideas in South Korean society. Toward this end, I discuss the
author's contradictory opinions regarding this movement by analyzing her
essays and articles. Although she was the movement's leading activist,
these materials reveal that she was hesitant to show explicitly what the
purpose of the movement was. One of the novels, The Splendid Hell,
whose objective is to promote the abolition movement, shows the lack of
sex workers' voices and the strong stigma against them. The other novel,
Stars’ Home, which was created during the Korean War as a postscript
story for the movement, tells the secondary story of a sex worker,
Diiksun, and her daughter Yongsun, who advocate for the human rights of
sex workers and support the importance of solidarity based on socialist
ideas in the interstices behind the more conventional main narrative of

Ch'angyo6l, a Christian anti-communist patriot. In this research, I reveal
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the hidden rebellious messages which do not accord with the hegemonic
discourse on literary texts which were published under the Cold War
surveillance during the occupation period by the US military and the

authoritative government in South Korea.

Key words: Kim Malbong, The Abolition Movement of Brothels, 7he
Splendid Hell, Stars' Home, Symptomatic Reading, Stigma,
Socialism, Postscript Story
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