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<Abstract>

A Study on the ‘Illusory Experiences’
and the Mode of Existence of the Subject in
Im Cheol-wo0’s ‘Spring Day’

Kim, Se Na

This research aims to examine the characteristics of illusory
experiences depicted in Cheolwoo Lim's “Spring Day” and understand
the mechanisms through which subjects are propelled. The circumstances
of the events that occurred during the Gwangju Uprising provide not only
a subject of traumatic factors but also an opportunity to explore the ways
in which subjects are driven. Despite sharing the same space, individuals
with different perspectives struggle to find the causes behind their choices
and actions, resulting in an inability to clearly comprehend the situation.
This manifests through illusory experiences, specifically in the form of
visual hallucinations (%Jji}) and auditory hallucinations (XJ#i&), within
the context of an absolute atmosphere of terror.

The narrative structure of “Spring Day” by Cheolwoo Lim transcends
the binary framework of perpetrator/victim, portraying a tragic
relationship that unfolds within a single family involving the military and
civilian forces during the Gwangju Uprising. By distinguishing between
the realms of “speech” and “voice,” which coexist in the same “Gwangju”
space, we can examine the subject's perception of the world. Speech,
which acts to maintain the subject's existence, serves as a meaningful

object that confirms the subject's beliefs. Those individuals who can be
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identified as members of the military or perpetrators are forced to justify
their actions based on the content of commanding officers' speech.

In contrast, the background that propels the civilian forces lies within
the realm of “voice.” The civilian forces or ordinary citizens, completely
cut off from the outside world within the confines of Gwangju's streets,
can only rely on the “voice of women” to assess the current situation. The
woman's voice, rather than belonging to the realm of conveying meaning
based on the content of speech, possesses the nature of “self-referential
assertion” and carries its effects through its form. It gradually overwhelms
the citizens through an impassioned voice transmitted as “anguished
sobbing, cries, and pleas.”

In this way, behind the 10 days of Gwangju, where subjects cannot
objectively perceive reality, lies the aftermath of state violence. The
temporal and spatial dimensions of Gwangju, shaped during the course of
the incident carried out to establish the foundation of the new military
regime, leave behind records of unprecedented illusory experiences in
history. The battles undertaken by the military and civilian forces in
pursuit of their respective “just causes” result in an extraordinary situation
where the state directly attacks the citizens' autonomous space, and the
citizens themselves find themselves at a paradoxical crossroad, compelled
to rely on violence. The significance of Cheolwoo Lim's “Spring Day”
lies in its exploration of the existence of subjects overwhelmed by illusory

experiences and their modes of being.

Key words: fantasy experience, word, voice, gaze, cause, violence,
freedom
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