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<Abstract>

The Justice of An Age and A Novelistic Limit
—A study on The Fig

Kang, Hun-kook

This paper made a discussion by paying attention to the discontinuity
between The Three Generations(tt) and The Fig(¥-3}2}), which
were considered continuous relationship in previous studies. Writing a
sequel to The Three Generations, where the series was suspended, could
be seen as a choice directly against the censorship authorities, so Yeom
Sang-seop renamed the characters of The Three Generations and
presented them in The Fig. The ideological standstill of Yeom Sang-seop
should also be considered in understanding the discontinuity between The
Three Generations and The Fig. As confirmed later in the argument of
Wansik of The Fig, Yeom Sang-seop was not able to make any
ideological progress to overcome the level at which Deokgi in The Three
Generations reached as a sympathizer. The deterioration of external
conditions related to expression and the ideological standstill of Yeom
Sang-seop stopped The Fig at a level that fell short of the previous work.
The Fig exposes the structural flaw that the first and second half are
heterogeneous in terms of theme and method. In terms of theme, if the
first half focuses on Wonyoung's love affair, The second half deals with
the subject's self-awareness and anti-Japanese struggle through
Mungyeong, Jeongae, and Wansik. In terms of method, Yeom
Sang-seop's confession style, reproduction, editorial, and reasoning,

which have been used until the writing of The Three Generations, are
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]

almost reserved in the first half. As a result, the narrative develops around
events, and the characters remain as simple personalities. On the other
hand, in the second half, the methods are appropriately used, so that the
inner side of the characters is seen through, the reality of the events is
improved, and the theme acquires persuasion. As such, the first half and
the second half, which are different from each other, make The Fig seem
to be a combination of two separate works. In this paper, the specific
aspects of the standstill and regression observed in The Fig in the relation

to The Three Generations were discussed.

Key words: method, reality, sympathizer, 7The Fig, The Three Generations,
Yeom Sang-seop
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