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<Abstract>

A Spatial Narrative Study in Min-Kim Lee's Novel
Pachinko

Zhang, Xidong

The novel Pachinko by Korean American writer Min-Kim Lee's is
written about four generations of Korean expatriates struggling to move
forward in the flow of history and reveals a textual space with Multiple
Meanings. The space in the novel is not only a container and background
for the story development, but participates in and influences the
characterization, plot development, and construction of thematic meaning
as a narrative technique and means, thus making the textual space a
complex metaphorical and semantic system that is endowed with
multi-level meanings such as social, historical, cultural, ethical etc.
Spatial narrative has profound thoughts in Min-Kim Lee’s novels,
carrying not only the writer's cultural imagination of spatial experience,
but also her creative practice of spatial forms of novels. This paper
explores the thematic implications and value judgments of space in the
literary narrative of Pachinko from the perspective of spatial narrative.
Starting from the specific types of space in Pachinko, and combined with
the writer's Feeling Structure and ideology, it analyses the spatial
narrative strategy in the abstract sense from the upper strata and the social
space formed by the superposition of the novel text and the external world
in the sociological sense from the upper strata. The aim is to reveal the

rich social themes under the subtle and complex spatial narrative of
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Pachinko, and to illustrate the writer's philosophical thoughts on such
major propositions as artistic innovation, cultural dynamics, social

responsibility, historical truth and novel significance.

Key words: Min-Kim Lee, Pachinko, Spatial narrative, Personal portrait,
Social panorama
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