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<Abstract>

A Study on the Meta-Politics of Ji ha-ryeon’s

novel
— A narrative strategy to implode the myth of ‘manhood-politics’

Kim, Jeong-nam

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the details of feminine writing
as a kind of meta-political imploding through the aspect of manhood
appearing in Jiharyeon novels. The manhood that is objectified in
Jiharyeon's novel appears as 'patriarchal manhood', ' manhood of hermit',
and 'manhood as a political sollen'. First, patriarchal manhood was
examined with a focus on ‘the love trilogy’[ 24 " sseparation, "7}<-)
autumn, "~H(111)Z 1 mountain path], which shows how a man trapped in
a manbox suppresses women's free will and practices gender politics of
exclusion through the ethical deception of inauthenticity based on the
love triangle.

Second, the manhood of the hermit was examined focusing on ‘the
hermit trilogy[(" A S Z=(MEHHP)1 A brief  writing  about  what
happened while staying in hometown, "Z= v (#£1K)1 cousin sister, "%F
(3F£)1 sheep], which embodies the life of a converted intellectual at the late
of the Japanese colonial period. In this work, based on the
self-consciousness and habitus of intellectual men who are secluded at the
foot of a mountain or in a temple or forest away from the world, the
struggle between the characters towards manhood is drawn. Through this

process, he is performing meta-political writing by closely observing the
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agony of the times and the contemplative agony of the convert, and at the
same time, by revealing a tacit denial of manhood represented by imperial
ideology, capital, and dominant culture.

Lastly, manhood as a political right was examined focusing on the
situation of the liberation space and the "The route(;& %), that embodies
the intellectual path of reflective thinking of intellectuals heading for the
road of the party represented by the communist party. Through this, he
does not simply accept sollen as a political supreme proposition, but
radiates intense affect energy through critical thinking about power and
deep reflection on himself as a petty bourgeoisie. Therefore, it can be said
that this novel is an unprecedented work of liberation space that demands
the awakening of the ethical consciousness of intellectuals.

In short, Jiharyeon's novel embodies a meta-politicity that resists the
myth of manhood as a transcendent norm. It spans the colonial modernity
and liberation space at the end of the Japanese colonial period, and It
refers to Jiharyeon's feminine writing that it shows the patriarchal gender
politics full of lies and contradictions, the antagonistic power against the
manhood of secular success that is in opposition to the place of hermitage,
and resisted manhood through a process of deep reflection toward
political correctness.

In short, Jiharyeon's novel embodies a meta-political resistance to the
myth of masculinity as a transcendent norm. It spans colonial modernity
and liberation space at the end of Japanese colonial rule, It means the
patriarchal gender politics full of lies and contradictions, the manhood of
secular success that is opposed to the place of seclusion, the manhood that
reigns as a political sollen, and Jiharyeon's écriture féminine, which has

consistently resisted and imploded all these.

Key words: manhood, Manbox, gender politics, meta—politics, affect,
écriture féminine
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