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<Abstract>

Genealogy of Korean Disaster Narratives
—From non-cognitive familiarity to cognitive estrangement

HWANG, Ho Duk

In this article, I reconstruct the Korean genealogy of disaster novels by
examining the narratives related to historical disasters in modern Korea
and the social imagination of SF novels.

Under the ideological constraints of re-catastrophizing disasters by
overlapping natural history and history, Korean novels were often shaped
into stories of non-cognitive familiarity. The experience of collapse and
catastrophe in the late 1990s, as the end of development modernization
and the beginning of neoliberalism, faced a series of meaningless deaths
and called for counteractions to recognize ‘random deaths’ as
‘catastrophes.” Korean novels experience the era of disaster narratives
through historical recall as a chain of events ('Erinnerung,’ W. Benjamin).

On the other hand, around 2015, when it would have been easier to
depict the catastrophe of the world than the catastrophe of capitalism, the
issue of minority emerged as a major topic in disaster narratives. For
example, the epic transformation represented by the feminist reboot led to
the prism of science fiction, creating a combination of disaster narrative
and utopian science fiction. This transition was explained here as a
transition from non-cognitive familiarity to cognitive affection, and

furthermore to cognitive estrangement.

Key words: general equivalence, equivalence of catastrophe, ubiquity,
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