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<Abstract>

The Communism of the Bourgeois Intellectuals in
Lee Byung-ju's Novel Jirisan

Joung, Jua

Korean writer Lee Byung-ju was mobilized as a student soldier for
Japan’s Pacific War. The student soldier generation was criticized for
working for the Japanese army even though that was against their will.
They were also suspected of working for communism during the postwar
trusteeship period. The novel Jirisan (meaning Jirisan Mountain) was
written to rebut these two criticisms. Firstly, the main character organizes
an anti-Japanese guerrilla in Jirisan Mountain against the student soldier
deployment. Secondly, he dies as a communist, but not being part of the
party. This narrative holds ambivalent attitudes toward communism:
criticism on the Communist Party as a dogmatic organization, and respect
for conscientious bourgeois intellectual communists who sacrifice

themselves for a great cause.

Key words: Lee Byung-ju, Jirisan, South Korean Workers' Party
(Nam-ro-dang), communism, anti—=communism,
student-soldier generation, bourgeois
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