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<Abstract>

Between Resistance and Complicity
—A Study of Kim Seungok's novella “The Summer [ Stole”

Oh, Ja-eun

In the course of the 1960s Kim Seung Ok’s literature underwent a big
change, from the critically highly acclaimed stories like “Record of a
Journey to Mujin” to the popular entertaining novels like Common
Women. The novella “The Summer I Stole” is one of the transitional
works between these two extremes. Published in popular magazines or in
newspapers, those works are somewhat kitschy and entertainig, but can be
read as the author's serious political and ideological confrontations with
the Korean society in the time of rapid economic development. This study
of “The Summer I Stole” focuses on the transitional character of the
novella. It seems to be a light, entertaining story about two young men on
their vagabond journey comparable to a road movie, but doesn't end on a
positive tone as is usually the case in such popular narrative genres. There
is no happpy end, no final enlightenment. The ambiguous ending of the
novel is due to the fact that the main character Lee Chang-Su suffers from
mental complexes of a prestigious university student from the
countryside. He oscillates between the desire for social success and the
antipathy towards the mainstream society.

This article shows that his ambivalent emotions are projected upon two
other contrastive characters and that his journey and adventure can be
interpreted as his own psychological wanderings. In this novella Kim

Seungok depicts the complicated internal landscape of an interllectual
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]

who is torn between an outsider consciousness in the time of the
anti-communist dictatorship and the temptation to be successful in the

same system.

Key words: Kim Seungok, The Summer | Stole, 1960', vagabond jorney,

ambivalence
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