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<Abstract>

Pretending not to hear and Silence
—Aspects of Listening and its Meaning in
Kim Yoo-Jung's Literature

Seok, Hyeong-rak

This study is the result of reviewing Kim Yoo-jung's literature from the
perspective of listening, focusing on Kim Yoo-jung's biography. Kim
Yoo-jung used a lot of dialogue between characters in his works. In his
works, listening presents the personality of a character, shows who he or
she is or operates as an cause for development of events. It also functions
as a cause of a tragic ending or as a basis for a subjectivation process of
character. This study revealed that the characters in Kim Yoo-jung's
literature try to listen only to what they want to hear rather than what
others want to speak accurately, and this is the reason why they cannot
solve their problems. It examined that Kim Yoo-jung considered the
attitude of listener more important than information delivery. In
particular, it demonstrated that in "Dupojeon; and "Sangol; , there is
striking contrast between the tragic end of humans who do not try to listen
and the subjectivation process of humans who try to listen.

This study examined silence in Kim Yoo-jung's literature in two
aspects - criticism of power and ethics of listening. In "Jungjos, Kim
Yoo-jung mocked incompetent power through patriarch person
pretending not to hear and keeping silent and in "Manmubang |, exposed
the violence of capitalism colonial agricultural administration in the
1930s through the landlord's silence. This study examined that the
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violence appears in the aspect of making it impossible to speak and
otherwise neutralizing the words by keeping silent. In "Partner in the Life
J, it revealed that silence is not listening to words that can be heard, but
listening that creates a space for words. In "BrotherJ, it showed that
silence can be a resistance to oppressive power and a punishment for that
power. Through this process, Kim Yoo-jung's literature was evaluated as

a literary experiment on the possibility of listening.

Key words: Kim Yoo-jung, listening, Pretending not to hear, Silence,
Making a relationship, Subjectivation, Criticism of power,
Ethics
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