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<Abstract>

Market Competition since the Mid-1990s in North
Korea Depicted in North Korean Defectors’
Literary Works

Bae, Gae-hwa

Socialism means that the production tools is belonging to the state,
production and distribution of daily necessities needed by the people are
planned and done by the state. Therefore, there is no competitive buying
and selling for profit as seen in a capitalist society. However,
marketization from the below due to North Korea's economic crisis from
the mid-1990s has caused competition among market agents. Recent
North Korean defectors' literary works vividly show the whole facade of
marketization process of North Korean society and the competitions
between various market agents such as donju [commercial capitalists],
wholesalers, retailers, and private labors. This essay, based on analyzing
the works of Kim Yu-kyeong, Do Myeong-hak, and Seol Song-a, sheds
lights on three aspects of market competition in North Korea: the
competition between retailers in marketplaces, the competition between
commercial capitalists and small and medium-sized wholesalers, and the
competition between the private labors. This essay concluded that
commercial capitalists are the most competitive and dominant agents in
the current North Korean market system and that among the participants
in market competition the lower layer in the economic pyramid has more
possibility of defeat in market competition, which finally leads to the

crisis of their survival. Previous researches do not pay enough attention to
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]

these aftereffects of North Korea’s marketization. Contrarily this essay
offers a clue to more vivid understanding of social changes in North

Korea and new challenges faced by North Koreans.

Key words: North Korean defector, Literature, arduous march,
marketization, competition
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