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<Abstract>

A history of perverse shame and a time of guilt

Ryu, Bo Sun

The purpose of this article is to read two peculiar novels by Soom Kim
that were recently published, Have you ever wished a soldier to
become an angel and The sublime is looking into me. These two
novels represent the homo sacer life of comfort women in a completely
different way from the existing novels. Existing novels projected the
writer's eyes on the lives of war comfort women in order to narrate and
contextualize their lives, but these two novels minimize the writer's
intervention. Just listening and transcribing it, we can call it an
punctuational testimony novel in Lacan's words. Through these new
methods, the two novels most realistically depict the suffering of comfort
women during the colonial period. At the same time, it raises the
possibility of beings who are crouching in the form of their existence or
the possibility of ex-sistance. It cannot be said that this is a noteworthy

achievement.

Key words: Soom Kim, Have you ever wished a soldier to become an
angel, The sublime is looking into me, Wartime comfort
women (or Japanese army sex slaves), punctuational
testimony, Homo sacer, Shame and guilt, Reflection and
forgiveness
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