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<Abstract>

The representation of Myeongdong people in
novels of the 1950s

Kim jue-lee

This paper aims to examine the postwar modern society, the meaning
of the search for new values and ethics in terms of generation and gender
through analysis of the representation of Myeongdong people in the
1950s. In popular culture in the 1950s, Myeong-dong is a decadent space
of consumption and pleasure, and a space where the romance of cultural
artists intersects. Myeongdong people and Myeongdong-type, who
enjoyed the edge fashion and consumer culture of Myeong-dong street in
the 50s, challenged established ethics and practiced search for a new
order, formed a characteristic semantic network in various popular novels.
In various novels in the 1950s, such as Jang Deok-jo's "Raging wave,
Han Moo-sook's [Stairway of Lights, Kim Rae-seong's ”Star of Paradise
Losts, and Lee Moo-young's "Seasonal Wind Speed, the incidents
surrounding the Myeongdong people, the Myeongdong young man, the
Myeongdong-type, and the Myeongdong lady seem to reorganize daily
life into a sensational spectacle. In these novels, the Myeongdong youth is
embodied as a being floating between cheerfulness-modernity and
delinquency-escape. They reveal their individual desires against the
established society and appear as beings who explore new values based
on the logic of exchange. Myeongdong madams of splendid style evoke

the dream of the aesthetic world while cracking between the enlightened

146



19500} AN & BEZ0| A

position of cultural figures and the position of sensational spectacle in Lee

Bong-gu's "Yeosus and Lim Ok-in's "Young Blueprint,.

Key words: Myeongdong People, Myeongdong Youth, Myeongdong
Madam, Spectators, {Stairway of Light), (Raging Wave), {Star
of Paradise Lost), {Young Blueprint)
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