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<Abstract>

A Study on the Aspect of ‘Shame’
and Subject Shown in Korean Women Novels

Kim, se-na

The objective of this study is to expand the meaning of subject in
Korean literature by analyzing ‘shame’ shown in Korean women novels.
This study aimed to understand that the self-consciousness of female
authors who spent their childhood and adulthood in the Korean War was
composing subjecthood commonly based on shame. This study aims to
more delicately examine the general background in which the Korean
War is closely related to the formation of subjecthood, and also to
examine the expression of shame and its various aspects.

After the war, the Korean society regarding the West as others created
the deficiency of subject or a sense of inferiority, and the aspects of shame
expressed at that time were working as an internalized element in the
composition of subject. Repetitively experiencing the continuity or
severance with others of the West that could be called modernity, a
subject is unconsciously internalizing the feeling of shame. The
expression of shame could be approached as an opportunity to overcome
such limited self without simply viewing it negatively, and it could be
even understood as a concept with the possibility of transformation and
sublimation.

The subject’s shame shown in the works by Kang Shin-Jae, Park

Wan-Seo, and Oh Jeong-Hee is not only a social and others-dependent
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feeling, but also understood as an object of self-control located in the
context of emotional communication. The female characters in the
postwar period are continuously questioning about their own identity in
the middle of life directly connected to the issue of survival, and the
shame is working as a major chance at that them. They sometimes show
the disruptive attitude like longing for or rejecting others, or they cannot
handle their own shame, so it is transferred to fear and anxiety. Also, the
female character acting like wearing a mask not to show shame with
disguised attitude, shows the correlation between formation of
subjecthood and shame. In summary, the shame is not an emotion that
could be limited to individual’s innermost feeling, but an object that could
be collectively drawn in sociocultural and historical environment. In the
modernization process after the war, the othernization process derived
from others such as the West and America was proceeded consciously
and unconsciously, and at that time, a feeling of shame had huge effects

on the composition of subject.

Key words: Shame, the Korean War, Subject, Identity, see, gaze, Fear and
Anxiety
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