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<Abstract>

Silence and Liberation of the Binge-Drinking Body

—Revisiting Mansejeon

Yoon, Jae-min

This article is an attempt to re-interpret Mansejeon by paying attention
to the homo imbibens as an aspect of the colonial subject's bodily
performativity embodied in Lee In-hwa.

As a Chosun student in Tokyo, he has rationalized the irrational
investigation and control directed at him as ‘tolerable’ and resolved the
negative emotions with temporary consumption and pleasure
accompanied by drinking. His behavior is related to the self-care of the
subject who neglects the identity of Chosun. It makes his mind and body
suffer from inferiority and self-abuse. To make matters worse, as In-hwa
participates in inevitable drinking parties after returning home, he is
obsessed with the feeling that his Korean identity is gradually
strengthening. In such a situation, he is frustrated by his ego of himself
degenerating into a binge-drinking body that has lost his active life and
free will.

At the end of the plot, In-hwa has a desire to be freed from the inertial
and passive self-care of the past to keep pace with the new era of the
post-First World War and the post-revolutionary period; the first step is to
convert the superficial human relationship with Jeongja, a tavern
employee in Tokyo, into friendship and reciprocal gift relationship. This
contains thought on liberation of Yeom Sang-sup, a young man at the

time, who tried to break their silence and talk to each others without
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hesitation in order to change the world.

Key words: Yeom Sang-sub, Mansejeon, colonial governmentality, cycles of
silence, liberation, homo imbibens, free will
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