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<Abstract>

Historization of Self-narrative through

the Representation of ‘Voices’
—A Case Study of Kim In-sook
and Chiu Miao-chin’s 1990’s Novels*

Huang, Kuan-chen

This article examines the way of ‘voice’s expression’ in Kim In-sook
and Chiu Miao-chin’s 1990’s novels to find out how the women’s desire
be illuminated through the feminine writing. Feminism’s representation
work began late in Korea and Taiwan to overcome the collective crisis
left by the war and dictatorship. Considering this historical background, it
is an important issue to focus on the feminine writing of Korea and
Taiwan in the 1990s.

Kim In-sook and Chiu Miao-chin, as writers representing atypical
femininity, had a common fate of wrestling with their dual identity while
enjoying the opportunity to visualize themselves as middle-class
intellectuals without abandoning their status as elite women. Therefor, the
conflict of real life, in which about their central position of cultural class
but also marginal in the social system, turns into a contradiction within
them and manifests itself as a desire to explore and re-establish one's
identity. Kim In-sook and Chiu Miao-chin express emotions such as
deviant desires and erotic physical pleasures in people living one the

margins of society through later-talked and diary/epistolary novels. The

* This work was supported by the Academy of Korean Studies Grant(AKSR2021-RE02).
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secret emotions, which were considered impure and violated the so-called
gender ‘essence’, are embodied through the narrative about ‘words’ and
‘body’ expressed by the writer with imagination. Their novels not only
have an effect on typical confession narratives that differentiate
themselves from ‘female’ reflected in men's standards, but also fulfill the
desire for de-collectivization. By representing the woman's own story as it
is, it has successfully reproduced the pluralistic and fluid identity that
transcends essentialism. Kim In-sook and Chiu Miao-chin's novels
focused on shaping women's desire for historization, not in the gender
status, but as an autonomous human being. Based on this, it leaves an
opportunity to reorganize the field of literature in both countries to

respond to modern gender problems as a third world.

Key words: Kim In-sook, Chiu Miao-chin, Historization, Voice, Feminine

Writing
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