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<Abstract>

Feminist novels and Strategies of Narrative

- Rereading Go Alone Like a Rhino’s Horn (1993) in comparison
with Kim Ji-young, Born in 1982 (2016)

Kim, Mi-ji

Gong Ji-young's novel Go Alone Like a Rhino’s Horn (1993) and
Cho Nam-joo's Kim Ji-young, Born in 1982 (2016) are representative
female novels of each era and are works that resonated with the public.
Despite the difference between narrative form and writing attitude, they
have something in common that they show women's experiences and
issues based on women's life cycles as much as possible, dating back to
the “present” of Korean women in their 30s. Based on the same
consciousness of “unchanging women's reality and gender structure,”
they respectively take different narrative strategies in the context of the
90s and the 2010s, Rhino’s Horn expresses explicit antipathy and anger
toward male-centered “Korean society” through the prism of women's
self-consciousness, on the contrary, Kim Ji-young takes an objectification
strategy that gives a realistic (historical) “references” to women's reality
in the form of a male psychiatrist's “clinical report”. This can be said to be
an example of a change in the way female narratives speak about ‘Korean
society’ and women's reality. This makes it possible to read Kim Ji-young
as the result of its inter-working and intertextuality that inherited and
overcame the preceding female narrative texts. The two novels recognize
in common that the world did not change because the fundamental

structure in which gender works has not changed, While Rhino’s Horn
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tried to confront the reality as a matter of individual consciousness and
choice, Kim Ji-young reproduces the reality of despair by recording the
structure in which an individual has been deleted. The two novels, which
have a time difference of more than 20 years, show that women's stories
must be read again in the genealogy of women's narratives and written

anew beyond them.

Key words: Feminist novel, Women's narrative, Strategies of narrative,
gender structure, 1990’s, 2010's
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