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<Abstract>

A Study on the Demoralizing Rumors Shown in
the Magazine Discourse of
the Modern Colonial Period
and Kim Dong-in’s The Wedding

Choi, Kyung Hee

This study analyzed the negative images toward the new woman,
misogyny, and the normalization of modern femininity shown in the
demoralizing rumors as pertaining to Byeolgeongon, Samcheonli of the
modern colonial period and Kim Dong-in’s The Wedding. Byeolgeongon
and Samcheonli published articles on politics, society, culture, life,
nationalism and socialism, modern desires and everyday life, and novels
centered around colonial modernity. In addition, they demonstrated
hierarchical gender consciousness by claiming to advocate popular
commercial viability in the process of addressing demoralizing rumors
that surrounded the love and sexuality of the new women. In other words,
the demoralizing rumors exhibited in the writings of visit reports, tailing
accounts, scouting journals, behind-the-scenes stories, tragic tales,
retrospections, memoirs, etc. internalized the gender hierarchy. Moreover,
Kim Dong-in's The Wedding is a novel in which a male narrator
inexorably discloses the demoralizing rumors of the new women in a
conventional and hatred-ridden tone, embodying the sense of guilt,
self-awakening, and social retribution for the absence of the idea of

chastity. With a focus on this, the study examined the fact that the
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demoralizing rumors indicated in Byeolgeongon, Samcheonli, and Kim
Dong-in’s The Wedding were mediums for monitoring and controlling
the thinking and daily life of the new women. Namely, it revealed that the
demoralizing rumors had been inherent with the new family discourse
internalizing the pure and ladylike wife and mother, such as encouraging
and disciplining the new image of a wise mother and good wife. In a
nutshell, the study analyzed that the rumors and gossip around
demoralization had not only been used to execute life regulations and
sexual control but also to normalize the feminine identity based on the

qualifications as a wife and a mother.

Key words: colonial period, modern, Byeolgeongon, Samcheonli, new
woman, negative images, rumor, gossip, gender, date,
marriage, misogyny, Kim Dong-in
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