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<Abstract>

The Orientation and Crack of Utopia in the 1960s,
Perfect Society

Choi, Ae-Soon

Perfect Society functions as a product of a debate that reveals the desire
to preoccupy the title of 'first' among researchers, rather than the aspect that
itis fun to read by readers of science fiction. It can be seen as a product and
representation of a process that was caught in the midst of the
confrontational debate between full-fledged literature and genre literature,
adult literature and children's and youth literature in the 1960s. Independent
of the content of the work, Perfect Society can be seen as a testament to the
confrontational society of South Korea in the 1960s in itself as it is caught
up in the controversy over the ‘real’ or “first’ that the work itself evoked. If
Kim Ji-Young Born in 1982 represented an era through the feminist
discourse surrounding this novel rather than the content of the novel, Perfect
Society also confronted the 1960s through the full-scale and first controversy
surrounding this novel, science fiction and feminist discourse. It can be said
that it showed an old-fashioned society.

Through the confrontational debate surrounding this work and the
future confrontational society presented in the work, Perfect Society
indirectly shows how our society in the 1960s was occupied with
dichotomous oppositional structures such as normal and abnormal, health
and infirmity, and good and bad. In particular, it is not an exaggeration to

say that Perfect Society in the history of Korean science fiction burns
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down how strong the dichotomy between authentic literature and popular
literature (genre literature) has been since liberation. The emergence of
creative science fiction in Korea after Moon Yun-seong's Perfect Society
had to wait a long time until Bok Go-il's alternative historical novel In
Search of the Epitaph. Unlike Bok Go-il's In Search of the Epitaph,
which aroused interest in the paragraph as soon as it was published
despite its unfamiliar reading method, Yunseong Moon's Perfect Society
is not mentioned in the paragraph at all. As such, Perfect Society proves
the point of conflict and conflict that was prevalent in the society of the
time by showing the opposition between the full-fledged literary and
genre literature as a work itself.

In this paper, we see that the elements of opposition and conflict that
prevailed in the contemporary society are fully revealed in the work, and
through it, we try to show that utopia, which is presented as an alternative
method of confrontation and conflict, is also not a solution. Utopia novels,
as always, are born by overcoming criticism or denial of reality. However,
in that the Republic of Women is not a true utopia, but a dystopian society
in which sexual desire is maintained as the worst law governed by the
state through an imperfect dictatorship system, it can be seen that utopia
does not bring happiness to everyone. Perfect Society is meaningful in
that it points out that a utopia already has an inherent nature that can only
be broken in the sense that it is built with someone's desire or political

intention as collateral and excluding someone else's desire.

Key words: Perfect Society, ldeal Society, Future, Utopia, Women's
Republic, Physical Examination, Body, Control, Social
Confrontation
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