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<Abstract>

The Myth of Idiot King
and the Politics of Ventriloquism

Oh, Ja-eun

This study examines critically two conflicting views on Lee Mun-yol's
“Hail to the Emperor,” namely the interpretation of the novel as a Korean
version of “Don Quixote” and as a retro novel celebrating the victory of
the Eastern philosophy over the Western, and shows that both the quixotic
hero who is stuck in his anachronistic illusion and his Eastern
philosophical discourse function as a kind of literary device which makes
it possible to say about the complicated modern Korean history in the
time of political oppression and anticommunism. The novel, serialized
from 1980 till 1982, can be seen as an attempt to reflect the entire Korean
modern history to understand the conflicts and contradictions of Korean
society which led to a new military coup and the tragedy of Gwangju in
1980. Under the cover of pseudoreligous faith, Eastern philosophical
discourse and vulgar-archaic narrative style, the novel presents the tragic
history of Korean people in the 20th century and criticizes the foreign
powers and their modern ruling ideologies that gave rise to the Korean

tragedy.

Key words: Yi Mun-yol, Hail to the Emperor, Eastern philosophical
Discourse, Division of Korea, critique of power
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