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<Abstract>

Women Workers, Reproductive Work, and Family

—Labor Literature X Women’s Liberation Movement in the early
1990s

Bae, Haeun

The subject of love and woman in the early 1990s labor literature
uncovers and casts light upon sexual violation and exploitation among
women workers, gender inequality in marriage, and reproductive work in
family. "Tongjiui Jip(home of comrades)" written by Jeong Ji-a expands
the scope of labor literature to the story of married women workers in the
domain of reproductive work by juxtaposing a male worker character's
control over a woman with the capitalist exploitation over workers. In
their fictions, Yi Nam-hee and Cha Ju-ok focus on representing women
workers' sexuality in common-law marriages to describe the double bind
in their sexuality and socio-cultural deprivation. Furthermore, indicating
the difference between the middle class and the working-class women's
sexuality, labor literature in the early 1990s employs the theoretical idea
of intersectionality. Furthermore, in the intersection of feminism and
labor literature, female writers' fictions introduce a new feminist prospect
to the 1990s' labor literature lost in the ruins of the collapse of socialism,

which leads to a criss-cross of gender and sexuality in class.

Key words: women’s liberation movement in Korea, 1990s’ labor literature,
women workers, reproductive work, sexuality, feminist
literature, intersectionality
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