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<Abstract>

A Study on Seo Jeong-In’s Novel ‘Mogusil’

—Focusing on transformation of Ovid's story ‘Metamorphoses’
g y 2

Park, Hee-Hyun

For Seo Jeong-In, a novel is ‘speaking’, and a ‘listener’ who has a
share of interpretation is important. He awakens us that ‘speeches’ comes
from the body and life, and expands our thinking on (literary) language.
In Mogusil, the stories of the Tantalus family and Pandion’s two
daughters are appearing several times among Ovid’s story
‘Metamorphoses’. Memory shift occurs when the person who heard the
story retold it to someone later. The series form in the novel,
‘Multi-person, 3-person, 2-person’ is formalizing the process when a
character’s memory is passed down.

The core narrative in Mogusil is the gap between filial piety and
impiety, showing ‘Visiting the old father’s daughter’. The stories of
Tantalus and Pandion’s daughter are common in that they tried to use the
flesh (death) of their children. Humans who live in a limited time want to
transform into other beings (children, reincarnation). A myth is the story
for an unfinished human being repeating over and over with eternity, and
there are myths in modern times as well. The Chappaquiddick scandal is
being recreated through ‘narrative metalepsis’. The unconventional forms
in Mogusil paradoxically highlight the narrative of the novel. Seo
Jeong-In’s ‘writing a novel’ escapes from the novel, but rather it is

reaching the essence of the novel.
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