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<Abstract>

Neither War Traitor Writer Nor Army Writer
—Re-visiting Choi Jung-Heui’s Literary Activities in the 1950s

Na, Rhee Boryeong

This paper re-visits Choi Jung-Heui’s literary activities during the
1950s from three perspectives. First, it studies the writer when she was
seeking refuge in Daegu. Being an independent writer, Choi actively
utilized the new publication environment and literary infrastructure in
wartime Daegu. This was the turning point that allowed Choi to overcome
her stigma as a war traitor writer, gain recognition in the post-war writing
scene, and enter the golden age of her writing career. Second, it reviews
her activities as a children’s writer. With the publication of Jangdarikkot
pil ddae (When Radish Flowers Bloom), Choi’s stories stood apart
from other works in terms of the narrative of war, and the reallocation of
texts for troop education in the context of her book—classified as
children’s literature—decreased their emphasis on educating soldiers and
propaganda. One key characteristic of Choi’s writings in the 1950s was
identified as “speaking with a forked tongue” through children’s
literature. Third, it examines Choi’s activities as the first female judge. By
highlighting the symbolic effect of women serving as agents of
reproduction and distribution in literary circles, this paper shows that
Choi contributed to expanding the base of potential female writers and

female readers in the 1950s.
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