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<Abstract>

The Aspects and Meaning of Necro-politics in Park

Wan-seo's Novel
—Focusing on "A Very OId Joke;

Kwon, Young-bin

This paper sets a viewpoint of Necro-politics in order to re-read her
later work A Very Old Joke. It can be said that her novels use death to
deal with the aspect of the physical synchronization with life and death
and the political dynamics that continuously reconstructs the two states.

Park's novels and writings resulted from an endless impulse to interpret
the slaughter she experienced as a non-national during the Korean War
and the shameful death of her close relatives. Passing through the Cold
War order that constantly produced ‘dishonorable death’ and the
industrial era with the twined order, Park's novels cultivate a worldview
that describes the body, in which death is embodied, as a gender-
differentiated spatial experience.

This paper aims to examine such aspects in the context of her ‘novel
history,” and by doing so, argue that her novels tear down the strictly
partitioned boundary between life and death and show a form of

subjectivity that is reconstructed into an affective system of death.

Key words: Park Wan-suh, A Very Old Joke, Necropolitics, gender, body,
abortion
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