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<Abstract>

Media and forgotten values of the Minjung-People

movements In the late 1980s and early 1990s
—Focusing on the cultural form of the assembly

Park Sang-Eun

In the Minjung Cultural Movement, before and after the June Uprising
in 1987, the period in the early 1990s was a time when the capabilities
accumulated during the 1970s and 1980s were settled and the movement's
'decline' progressed. This study intends to re-examine the concerns of the
folk culture movement in the 1990s, which had to deal with 'stagnation'
and divisive voices while passing through time and space where the heat
of the plaza was concentrated, in relation to changes in the media
environment and media characteristics.

This study tried to diversify the aspects of the contemporary movement
by looking at the performance history of the people's and national cultural
movements in the late 1980s and early 1990s and the voices of the
movement's actors overlapping the media characteristics. For this
purpose, the main texts were the assembly and performance activities that
revealed the activities of the Minjung/National Cultural Movement, as
well as the critiques, dialogues, and images of the magazines Minjung
Culture and National Art.

Chapter 2 took the period before and after the June Uprising in 1987 as
the subject of analysis. The People's Cultural Movement Council was

organized, and various cultural movement materials sought and created

13
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since the 1970s were collected, recorded, and re-produced around the
council. At the time, there was no doubt about the inner layering in the
text of the ‘“Minjung Culture Movement’ that it can be diverged according
to the properties of each medium or the context of enjoyment. In the
spaces of ‘Assembly’ created in the heat of the uprising in June 1987,
<Gut for the Wind> could function as a cultural form that captures the
hearts of the multitude through the representation of dance.

In the next three chapters, the media and cracks of the
assembly-performances that have exploded or enlarged from the June
uprising in 1987 to the early 1990s are reviewed. Even in the large-scale
coalition performances in the early 1990s, concerns about whether this is
an appropriate voice for the common, now-here were reflected.

Such rifts and the opaque wish for the movement to continue is that in
the place where the public enemy has disappeared, the construction of the
previous meaning of 'people’ is between the poison/medicine of “the
mechanism of capitalist ruling culture” and “the social ripple effect of
popular art”. It showed a landscape that went through constant pain in
order to form a new meaning composition. The dynamism of the
representative system revealed at this time is the reason why the turn of
1991 should be understood as a full-fledged concern for a better life of the

masses, not as a simple failure of the revolution.

Key Words: Minjung(People) cultural movements, Mediality,
Assembly-Performance, Rituals, representation
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