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<Abstract>

Beings on the Border
—The way of existence of Korean residents in Japan through
Min-jin, Lee's Pachinko

Oh, Tae-Young

In this article, I tried to examine the way of existence of Korean
residents in Japan as beings above the boundary through analyzing the
narrative of Min-jin, Lee's Pachinko. In the postwar Japanese society's
discriminatory structure of ethnic nationalism, Korean residents in Japan
were experiencing anxiety and agitation in establishing their own identity.
The narrative of Pachinko is a existence on the boundary, and while the
desire and expression of self-preservation of Korean residents in Japan
are reinforced in a discriminatory social structure, it narrates a
paradoxical situation that can never be achieved. Meanwhile, in postwar
Japanese society, Korean residents in Japan were constantly in the process
of moving. Their movement was the result of those who had lost their
place and were attracted by the desire to settle down. However, even if
they dreamed of a place that was neither Japan nor Joseon nor a place
where the hierarchical discrimination structure between Japanese and
Koreans did not work, Korean residents in Japan could never find and
settle there. In this regard, the process of their continuous movement itself
testifies to the placelessness among Korean residents in Japan who are
pushed out of the borders in post-war Japanese society. It is necessary to
see that the existence of Korean residents in Japan crosses between South

and North Korea and Japan, raising questions about the symbolic order
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that supports such a boundary. Through the choices and desires of Korean
residents in Japan in the narrative of Min-jin, Lee's Pachinko, the
possibility of transnational diaspora life without boundaries can be

predicted.

Key words: Korean residents in Japan, border, mimicry, exclusion,
transnational, diaspora
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