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<Abstract>

Park Hwa-seong as a new woman,
female socialists, female breadwinner

Seo, Yeo-Jin

This article aims to make a fair assessment of Park Hwa-seong’s
literature and her activities during the 1930s. Park Hwa-seong(1903-
1988) was a writer who was deeply involved in socialism as the first
chairman of the Tokyo Branch of the Keun Woo Hoi (1 &,
(Association of Women's Movement) in 1927, the following year when
she moved to Japan after graduating from Sookmyung Girls' High School.
While Park Hwa-seong quit her studies and returned to her hometown of
Mokpo due to marriage and childbirth, she creates works that reflect class
consciousness through various works. However, Park Hwa-seong's
literary research, which has been discussed mainly on class consciousness
and women's consciousness, has pointed out that the two tendencies seen
in Park Hwa-seong's work focus on class consciousness rather than
women's consciousness, and these two conflicts. However, Park
Hwa-seong's short story before liberation and “Dawn of the Northern
Country("E-=-2] o]w;)” show different aspects, confirming that the
disappearance of class consciousness in Park Hwa-seong's works stems
from the social perception of the new female writer of the time. Park
Hwa-seong was actively engaged in the dual and unstable role of women
that the socialist camp demanded of female socialists at the time, while

being very conscious of the criticisms that man’s society made against

322



Aloj-ABIZOIRHO1Y THEoZ M| Zb7} ity

new women or female writers. In other words, Park Hwa-seong was able
to maintain her creative activities while being conscious of the
mainstream paragraph by mirroring on the male-centered socialist
movement of the time and the critical discourse about the new women in
the paragraph. However, extraordinary interest on her as a new woman
and socialist, her perception of female socialists within the socialist camp
and conflicts within the socialist camp, and her personal situation of
having to take care of a living as a female breadwinner made it difficult
for her to continue her work. In order to identify and evaluate class
consciousness and women's consciousness in Park Hwa-seong's works
before liberation, the complex situation of Park Hwa-seong, a new
woman, a female socialists, and a female breadwinner, should be fully

considered.

Key words: Park Hwa-seong, new woman, female socialists, female
breadwinner, “Dawn of the Northern CountrT£=2| 0{24,)",
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