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<Abstract>

The Censorship and Adaptation of Playwright
Oh Tae-young's Plays

—Focusing on the Original "Nanjoyusa,
and the Adapted Version of 'The King's Egg;

Hong Chang-soo

This study investigated the aspects of censorship and adaptation,
focusing on the plays "Nanjoyusa; and "The King's Egg; by playwright
Oh Tae-young. Analyzing the difference between the original and the
adaptation, we reviewed the significance of those plays that were not
properly evaluated in the history of modern Korean plays and theater
history by analyzing the situation and process of censorship, and the way
he acted against censorship. "Nanjoyusa, is a comic drama that attempts
to recreate the founding myth in secular reality by bringing the founding
myth of the founder like Park Hyuk-geose, who was born from an egg, as
the motif of the play. The ban on the performance of "Nanjoyusa) by
Performing Arts Ethics Committee(‘Kong-ryun’) was based on the
cultural policies of the Park Chung-hee Yushin regime, the logic of
nationalism and traditional culture and arts. Kong-ryun belittled the plays
arbitrarily and negatively from authoritarian and very rigid way of
thinking, and the perspective of political power. Oh Tae-young's
censorship disobedience was an example of a censorship front that
became visible in the theater circles in the 1970s. Not only the Executive
Committee of the Korean Theater Festival, which hosted the performance

of ™Nanjoyusa,, and theatre circles at that time kept silent about The ban
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on the performance of Nanjoyusa;. Only young new writer Oh
Tae-young remained a lonely victim of censorship.

In order to pass censorship under Chun Doo-hwan's regime in the
mid-1980s, Oh Tae-young implemented a double strategy with the theater
company 76. He created two script: a script for deliberation to deceive the
censorship authorities and a script for performances to be performed. The
performance version of "The King's Egg) clearly established the world of
satire and allegory of dictatorship at the time by eliminating the flaws in "
Nanjoyusa,, where satire and sublimity, that is two aspects of aesthetic
consciousness on the king, coexists. And unlike the original, "The King's
Egg, used the four actors like Ancient Greece chorus in a variety of ways
to give the play fun and vitality, and has the characteristics of an open
structure to communicate with the audience. In particular, the ending
scene in which the audience joined the protest provided an opportunity to
express anger that had been weighed down by the regime's control and
oppression. 'Nanjoyusaj, which was banned from performing in the
mid-1970s, and "The King's Egg;, which was not noticed due to external
pressure on the performance, will be important in writer Oh Tae-young's
career, but it should also be more important in Korean modern drama and

theater history.

Key words: Oh Tae-young, censorship, censorship front, censored writer,
adaptation, "Nanjoyusas, "The King's Eggs, Performing Arts
Ethics Committee('Kong-ryun’), Korean Arts Ethics
Committee(Ye-ryun’), The Executive Committee of the Korean
Theater Festival
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