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<Abstract>

A study on the censorship and revision of
Lee Moo-young's novel “The Hyangga”

Kim, Young-ae

This paper is a study on the revision and censorship of Lee
Moo-young's novel “The Hyangga”. Previous researches have focused on
pro-Japanese novel aspects and criticism of revision. To compensate for
this, I wanted to present a discussion on the power of censorship involved
in the revision. In order to understand the purpose and intention of the
revision, it is necessary to check in what direction the writer's
self-censorship worked right after liberation. Lee Moo-young's move can
be summarized as erasing traces of pro-Japanese, criticism of
pro-Japanese group liquidation, and active acceptance of right-wing
ideology. In the end, the author carried out revision through
self-censorship at the midpoint where pro-Japanese and anti-communism
are linked. This revision changed the original story and theme drastically
and shows us what Lee Moo-young's consciousness at the time. He chose
to revise through self-censorship as a way to quickly see changes in the
times and jump on them. Analysis of the orientation of revision soon
provides clues to understand how censorship worked as a driver of
revision. This is an act that symbolizes his jumping on the bandwagon
without serious reflection on his pro-Japanese activities. Lee Moo-young
promptly deleted and rewrote the controversial contents from the original,

and this suggests that the author was aware of what the problem was with
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this work. The contents that he modified or deleted are eventually deeply
related to his perception of the times. By emphasizing differences in
perception of the times, he tried to provide a basis for rationalizing his

pro-Japanese activities.

Key words: Lee Moo-young, “The Hyangga”, peasant literature, revision,
external censorship, self-censorship, pro-Japanese literature,
anti-communism
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