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<Abstract>

Trap in the terminology of freelancer declaration

—Existence and meaning of freelancer shown in newspapers
and fictions of the 1990s

Jo, Yun-Jeong

Based on the 1990s, this paper aims to inspect rapidly increased
Korean newspaper articles related to the freelancer discussion and to
analyze fictions in which the main character is a freelancer. A freelancer
is not a legal or official category of employment but a conventional
concept arisen spontaneously in the industrial fields. So, it was out of
scope in social arguments. Therefore, it is very important to consider how
the logic of freedom and self-development, which were announced as
necessary conditions for living in the 1990s, led the life of the subject and
how the freelancer discussion was conducted in those days if we want to
understand the occurrence of freelancer concept and the increase in
freelancers. In addition, we need to focus on that novelists raised an issue
by reproducing images of the freelancer when they were requested to
prove themselves under the capitalistic culture production conditions.

The advertisements and success stories in newspapers in the 1990s
glamorized freelancer declaration as a method of preparing
self-competitiveness, attaining economic independence, and realizing
self-love in a capitalistic society. But the two stigmas, ‘snobbery’ and
‘surplus’, were given to freelancers under the economic crisis in Korea.
Freelancer-related newspaper articles started to decrease from 1997 and

freelancer, which had been abruptly emerged as a kind of professional,
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became a terminology referring to a contract worker or a temporary
employee regardless of the volition of a subject of labor. Under these
circumstances, the writers of the 1990s took seriously their anxiety and
strain and their principle and attitude as a novelist through the freelancer
characters in their fictions. This was related with their own problem about
sincerity in the age of freelancers. And the images of the freelancers in the
fictions are also meaningful because they revealed the instability of
freelancer concealed by ‘economical imagination’ which had expressed

freelancer as an object of admiration.

Key words: freelancer, declaration, newspaper article, fiction,
self-development, writer, sincerity
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