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<Abstract>

Chun-hyang Jeon in Colonial Society
and The Appropriation of a Tradition

Lee, Min-Young

Chunhyangjeon is representative literature most known to Koreans.
The representativeness of Chunhyangjeon needs to be reviewed in that
there are various versions. The meaning of Chunhyangjeon, which has
become national literature, cannot be fully understood only by the process
of confining Chunhyangjeon to premodern literature and examining its
copies and succession patterns. The colonial period is the time when
various versions of Chunhyangjeon are decided as one version of
YeolnyeoChunhyangsujeolga. In this study, the representative
Chunhyangjeon published in the colonial period- Yi Haejo's Ok
Junghwa, Choi Namseon's Kobon Chunhyangjeon, Yi Gwangsu's llseol
Chunhyangjeon, Kim Taejun's Wonbon Chunhyangjeon (Original
Chunhyangjeon), and Jo Yoonje's Gyoju Chunhyangjeon- are analyzed
diachronically. As a result, it was found that the identity of the Yeolnyeo
was strengthened in Chunhyangjeon, and the scenes of the first night,
which were considered vulgar, were removed. These prove there was the
longing for the modernity of intellectuals in the Chunhyangjeon of the
colonial period. In the colonial period, Chunhyangjeon was consumed
contemporary by the masses and at the same time, defined as a classic of
the past. Through the process of republishing the Chunhyangjeon and

determining the original version of Chunhyangjeon, the intellectuals of
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the colony could embody the concept of the literary tradition as a modern
one and inserted it into the genealogy of modern literature that

presupposes the modern public, citizen.

Key words: Wanpan-bon, Gyeongpan-bon, Canon, Modern, Vulgarness,
Popularity, Yi Hae-jo, Choi Nam-seon, Yi Gwang-su, Kim
Tae-jun, Jo Yoon-je, Yi Tae-jun
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