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<Abstract>

Transitional Justice
and Tragedy Reread of There a Petal Silently Fall

Yang, Soonmo

This paper aims to demonstrate the function that literature can uniquely
perform in relation to the issue of establishing new social justice after
democratization. The issue of establishing a new social justice, called
‘transitional justice’, is, in short, stalled in a rarely-agreed dichotomy such
as damage/infliction, retaliation/forgiveness in the face of the task of
“past liquidation.” More than 30 years after democratization, transitional
justice aims for “restorative justice” under the keyword “harmony,” but
today justice falls short of “retaliatory justice” considering the tears of
victims who still cry for “truth.” This paper examines a form of 'personal’
level punishment, forgiveness, and responsibility that will be newly
mediated between these two definitions, among the aporia that exists
between 'retaliatory justice' and 'restorative justice' within the above
community level. Prior to the task of establishing a definition of “social
level” established in constant encounters with history, when the
“individual attitude” directly or indirectly participating in that task is
carefully considered, this can be a preliminary step beyond the
dichotomous deadlock of the existing transitional justice. By rereading
Choi Yoon's novel, the paper examines a particular process in which an
individual faces these honestly and 'owns' them as his own, with regard to

the sense of debt and excessive feelings of self in his post-violence life.
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This paper argues that the above process, which can be called the attitude
of 'tragedy’, can perform one instrumental function for the new phase of
transitional justice today, thereby proving a literary unique function in

social justice establishment problems.

key words: Transitional Justice, Retaliatory Justice, Restorative Justice,
Tragedy, There a Petal Silently Fall
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